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the cutting-edge of Alzheimer's treatment and
research. Shortly after Mr. Fisher's death in
2001, Stern created the Michael Stern Parkin-
son’s Research Foundation, which has pro-
vided over $18 million for Parkinson’s re-
search.

Madam Speaker, | knew Michael Stern
through his work with the Fisher House pro-
gram and the Intrepid Museum. I've had the
privilege of visiting Fisher Houses throughout
our nation, and speaking with hundreds of our
military families who are forever grateful be-
cause of their generosity and support.

At 98 years old, Michael Stern lived a full
and envious life. My thoughts and prayers are
with his children, Margaret and Michael Jr.,
who are truly blessed by knowing that their fa-
ther dedicated his entire life to helping others,
and inspiring us all with his story.

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2009

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Holocaust Remembrance
Day in Israel and the many sacrifices of the
Jewish community. It has been sixty-four
years since the Allies forced an end to the
atrocities of World War Il and the genocide of
two-thirds of the 9 million European Jewish
men, women and children.

Over the centuries, the Jewish people have
persevered through hardships and seemingly
insurmountable persecutions. In spite of these
hardships, they have triumphed and today
have a stable democracy in an important and
volatile region. Still, they are surrounded by
often hostile neighbors, some of whom have
vowed to seek lsrael's destruction and deny
their very right to exist. Israel is a beacon of
hope to Jews and freedom-loving people
around the world.

Peace can never be achieved by asking
Israel to risk its security. It is vital to our na-
tional interests to support Israel and work for
peaceful relations in the region.

While a lasting peace has been elusive for
Israel, one thing is certain—it will only come
when every country in the region feels secure
and safe from outside threats. | am proud, and
America must be proud, to call Israel an ally
and friend.

On this day of remembrance in Israel, |
stand to ask every Member of this body to
take a moment to reflect on the tragedy of
genocide—and in particular the suffering of
our Jewish allies.
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Mr. WAMP. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
honor James “Jim” M. Henry of Kingston,
Tennessee. The citizens of Roane County
have chosen Jim for its Lifetime Achievement
Award because of his demonstrated commit-
ment to the county as a former City Council-
man, Mayor and member of the State Legisla-
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ture in addition to his dedication to children
and adults with special needs.

Jim was born on February 22, 1945, in Jef-
ferson City, Tennessee, to Scobey and Lorene
Henry. He and his wife Pat were married in
December 1988 and have three children,
John, Jimmy Jr., and Liesa. Jim is quick to
credit his wife Pat as the driving force in his
life and the real secret to his continued suc-
cess.

In 1971 at the age of 26, Jim was elected
city councilman in Kingston, Tennessee, and
served in that capacity until 1973 when he
was elected Mayor of Kingston, an office
which he held until 1978. He was elected to
the Tennessee House of Representatives from
the 32d Legislative District in 1978 where he
served until 1990. In his first term, he served
as the chairman of the Republican caucus
(1978-1980), and he was elected as the
House Minority Leader in 1980, a position he
held until 1986. While in the Legislature, Jim
Henry also served as the Chairman of the
Tennessee Republican Party from 1984 to
1988.

Jim was an early advocate and supporter of
the Michael Dunn Center, a school and center
in Roane County for special needs children.
Jim Henry is currently the President and CEO
of Omni Visions, Inc., a business that provides
services to developmentally disabled and trou-
bled children and adults. Omni Visions cur-
rently supports more than 1,000 children and
adults in four states including Tennessee,
North Carolina, Kentucky and Georgia.

Jim Henry is a man of integrity, loyalty and
outstanding leadership who has truly distin-
guished himself through his commitment and
service. The citizens of Roane County are
very fortunate to have a man of his caliber as
a pillar of the community. So today | honor my
friend, Jim Henry for this award.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HOLO-
CAUST MEMORIAL DAY PRO-
GRAM
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Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise in recognition of the Holocaust
Memorial Day program, which commemorates
the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising of April 19, 1943
and Yom HaShoah, a day of remembrance for
the six million Jews who were killed in the Hol-
ocaust. The event, which will be held in my
Congressional District, specifically honors six
survivors: Jeannette Adler of Glen Rock, Gun-
ther Apfel of EImwood Park, Ray Fischler of
Wayne, Marion Coti of Bergenfield, and Jo-
seph Grabczk and Leoni Salomon of Fair
Lawn, New Jersey.

MICROFINANCE CAPACITY
BUILDING ACT OF 2009
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OF ARKANSAS
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Tuesday, April 21, 2009

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, today my
colleague Mr. MEEKS and | are introducing the
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Microfinance Capacity Building Act of 2009.
This bi-partisan effort aims to build the human
capacity of microfinance networks working to
empower the poor in developing countries
across the globe.

Microcredit—the provision of small, collat-
eral-free loans to the poor in developing na-
tions enable poor families to increase their in-
come and have an immediate and lasting im-
pact on quality of life—the ability to afford
food, shelter, education and healthcare. As
business income increases, the business is
able to expand, and the effect spreads beyond
the family into the local community, through
employment and contribution to the local
economy. Thus, the benefits of microfinance
help grow not just businesses, but stronger
communities as well.

It is widely recognized that the lack of
human capital is the greatest constraint to the
growth of practitioner organizations in the
microfinance industry. According to some in-
dustry estimates, in order to meet the antici-
pated demand for microfinance, the industry
will have to hire 1.6 million new loan officers
alone in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the
Near East, assuming a loan officer to client
ratio of 1:300. And that figure does not include
the skilled middle and senior managers that
microfinance organizations are struggling to
find and retain.

The microfinance capacity-building activities
supported by this legislation are intended to
drive innovation and provide comprehensive
solutions that address the lack of human ca-
pacity in developing countries, particularly in
sub-Saharan Africa. These activities will pro-
vide a ’framework for a regional and sub-re-
gional approach to maximizing economies of
scale and should focus predominately on edu-
cating and training country nationals in order
to build capacity in the microfinance industry
in developing countries.

Through its strategic investment in building
microfinance human capacity, this bill would
make it possible for more of the world’s poor
to access financial services to enable them to
start or expand a business, develop a steady
income and create jobs for their neighbors.

———

IN MEMORY OF JOHN SPOOR
BROOME
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, | rise in
memory of John Spoor “Jack” Broome, a
member of one of Ventura County, California’s
pioneer families; a successful rancher; a gen-
erous philanthropist; an adventurer; and a
friend to my wife, Janice, and me.

Jack Broome lived 91 productive and enjoy-
able years before suffering several strokes this
year and passing away earlier this month at
the Oxnard Plain ranch he loved and man-
aged since 1946.

As a rancher, Jack’s feet were firmly on the
ground—>but that did not keep him from flying
solo for the first time at age 17, serving as a
pilot trainer and pilot for the Army Air Force’s
Air Transport Command over the North Atlan-
tic during World War I, flying for American Air-
lines, flying a solo round-trip flight across the
Atlantic at age 68 and continuing to pilot until
just recently.
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